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Eric Sykes and the Gang at a Cricket Match in the гат 
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TAKE 4 YOUNG MEN, A TRIO OF 
GUITARS, A DRUM KIT — AND 
SERVE HOT 

Leslie Perrin writes about THE SHADOWS. 

Take four dedicated-to-success young men, add 
а trio of guitars and a drum kit, spice with a 
great degree of talent mix in a Soho coffee bar. 
and serve hot 

You have the recipe for the biggest selling 
instrumental group on disc in Europe today 

THE SHADOWS, 

The 'daddy' of the group is that "veteran' of 
22 summers JET HARRIS—the leader and 
plectrum-plucking bass guitarist 

London born JET used to bring home the 
bacon as a sheet metal worker. He finds the 
hours in showbusiness longer than that in the 
metal-work—but the pay more remunerative. 

While a tiñ-basher Jet took up serious music 
study under ex TED HEATH jazzman, SAMMY 
STOKES. Hours of patient practice, and sore 
finger-cushions, at last brought financial reward. 
JET landed a job at £2 a night. Не has the 
same bent as other members of this talented 
group—composing. Among his compositions a 
few have been recorded—some on the latest LP 
THE SHADOWS and previously on the Cliff 
Richard long player ME AND MY SHADOWS. 
With poet Royston Ellis he wrote the book 
DRIFTIN' about Cliff. It turned out to be a 
best seller topping the 300,000 sales mark. 

BRUCE WELCH, 19 year old rhythm guitarist- 
hit composer, was born in Sussex-by-the-sea, in 
the resort of Bognor Regis . . . but as a small 
child his family moved to the north east to 
Tyneside . . . here he met and grew up with 
HANK MARVIN, new lead guitarist with THE 
SHADOWS. 

School-leaving gave BRUCE and HANK the 
urge to leave the shipbuilding and coaling area 
of Newcastle and head for those one-hundred- 
and-twenty-paces-east out of London's Charing 
Cross Road that the Holborn Borough Council 
has charted as Denmark Street—but is. to 
millions the world over, Tin Pan Alley, 

It was at 4he Soho Coffee bar named the 
TWO Is—the home of a million pounds of 
talent—that the two boys got together with other 
like-minded teenagers, This basement had been 
the showbusiness birth spot for Tommy Steele, 
Terry Dene, Wee Willie Harris. Bruce and 
Hank started with Tony Mechan and Jet Harris 
in 1958 . . . they played with a lot of would-be 
stars, but it was with Cliff Richard that they 
were to make their mark 

Today Bruce has a healthy bank balance- 
and with the others owns the SHADOWS 
MUSIC PUBLISHING COMPANY situated in 
the smart street from whence come the best suits 
in the world—SAVILE ROW. Bruce penned a 
lot of tunes—among them Cliff's Number One hit 
PLEASE DON'T TEASE and 1 LOVE YOU 
(both in co-operation with Hank). 

HANK B. MARVIN is bespectacled, ап ex- 
cellent instrumentalist—and а curio collector, 
swords, masks, guns. An avid Go-Kart Race 
competitor, this 19 year old Newcastle born lead 
guitarist with THE SHADOWS, is also a keen 
archer, “If we had more time to practice we 
would love to enter archery contests” he “says. 
But archery is not the only thing that is time 
demanding. 


“I just cannot get enough time to practice.” 
Hank complains. He states that the ide practice 
period is four hours daily—“if 1 am to achieve my 
ambition to become the top guitarist in Europe, 
“But the mad rush that a life in showbusiness 
dictates denies him such lengthy rehearsal and 
practice periods. “My kind of Music?" he asked. 
"Anything— whether it is rock or the classics." 
The criterion for any idiom is the same—it must 
be performed sincerely and with complete music- 
ianship." 

BRÍAN BENNETT is the new drummer who 
replaced TONY MEEHAN. He is twenty-one 
years old, and has been beating about on drums 
since he was two. He worked with his father as 
an apprentice printer for two years after leaving. 
school playing gigs in his off-duty hours. But 
call to become a professional musician was 
strong, he left the printing world and became a 
full time drummer at the age of 17. His first job 
was on the Jim Dale Show for a summer season 
at Ramsgate, a friend got him the job. The friend's 
name? Steve Murray, alias Charlie Harris alias 
Wec Willie Harris. He then sat in for odd periods 
with The Worried Men and The Red Peppers. 
eventually landing himself a resident spot on 
ITV's *OH BOY'. Marty Wilde invited him to 
join the Wilde Cats until Marty went to South 
Africa when the group changed its name to the 
Krew Kats. Since then Brian has toured with rock 
shows, played on television and radio, in theatre 
pit orchestras, and record sessions. 

This then is The Shadows. Voted the country's 
top instrumental group, they have appeared in 
the Royal Variety Shows of 1959 and 1960; have 
been in two films ("Expresso Bongo", and the 
upcoming “The Young Ones”); and have achieved 
a personal record by becoming the only group 
to have held a hat trick of hits in the same week. 
Top LP, Top EP and Top Single. 
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Cliff looks over the publicity display in Oslo 


Breakfast in hotel Foresta, Stockholm 


Cliff and Hank at a Carnival in Stockholm 
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Music by 
JET HARRIS, BRUCE WELCH, 


HANK B. MARVIN & JIM GOFF 
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JET HARRIS and TONY MEEHAN. 
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BIG BOY 


Music by BRUCE WELCH 


& HANK B. MARVIN 
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THEME FROM A FILLETED PLACE 
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JOIN THE SHADOWS' FAN CLUB 
Write to: 


Miss Billie Harrington & Miss Toni Francis, 
1d, Sutton Dwellings, 
Ixworth Place, 
Chelsea, S. W. 3. 
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